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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN POLICE LEGACY 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.06 pm]: On Friday, 29 September we paid our 
respects to fallen police officers across the state as part of National Police Remembrance Day. The 
Western Australia Police honour roll lists the names of 83 Western Australian officers who, since 1834, have made 
the ultimate sacrifice in the execution of their duties. Every police officer lost is a tragedy. This year we 
commemorated the tenth anniversary of the death of Constable Murphy, who was killed in the line of duty. 
Constable Murphy’s family laid a wreath at the police flame of remembrance in Joondalup on behalf of all families 
and friends who have lost a loved one in the line of duty. Although our community feels and mourns the loss of 
our officers, it is an enduring tragedy for their families. 

This year we are also acknowledging the 25 years that WA Police Legacy has been operating in WA to support the 
families of these officers. Western Australian Police Legacy was established as a joint initiative of the 
Western Australian Police Union of Workers and Western Australia Police. Formed in 1992, WA Police Legacy 
assists with the welfare of police officers’ families to ensure that they are not in want of assistance and support when 
they lose a loved one. Initially founded to support bereaved families following the loss of their loved one, support 
now extends to include police officers and their families experiencing challenging times in their lives. 
Police Legacy’s continued work relies upon a number of community events: the Karratha to Broome Bike Ride, the 
Geraldton Wild West Bike Tour—both in August—and the Bloody Slow Cup later this month, which I will have 
the pleasure of attending with Commissioner Dawson and the member for Pilbara. The Bloody Slow Cup is held in 
Newman every year and it commemorates the tragic loss of four officers in a plane crash in January 2001. The 
impact of this terrible event on their families, colleagues and the community of Newman was, and is, profound. This 
was the most significant loss of police life in modern day policing in the history of Australasia. In commending the 
work of our police officers and WA Police Legacy, I also remind the house of the cost of community safety. It is 
borne by the work, the commitment and, sometimes tragically, the lives of our police officers. 
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